


[bookmark: _Hlk199507743]Cambridge OCR Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) 
in English Literature
Mapping of RSC Shakespeare curriculum to GCSE English Literature J352 specification
Macbeth
The following table has been designed to demonstrate the ways in which the lessons in the RSC’s Shakespeare curriculum address some aspects of Cambridge OCR’s assessment criteria for GCSE English Literature.  
Please note that although AO4 (use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation) does not feature in this document, all activities in the lessons can help develop students’ vocabulary and confidence in expressing ideas clearly. Extension activities are optional but can also be included to help cover AO4 if desired.
As a reminder, it is expected that students of GCSE English Literature will study the entire play; the following lessons cover a selection of scenes.




Module 1 Introducing the play
	Modules and lessons
	Lesson objectives and outcomes
	Assessment objectives
	Content

	Lesson 1 - Introducing the play
	Lesson objective
To explore key aspects of the story of Macbeth and consider how the play is relevant to a modern audience.
Lesson outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you'll have:
	
	

	
	Gained an understanding of the story arc of Macbeth.
	AO1
	Reflect on plot development.

	
	Explored key points of action within the play.
	AO1
	Explain sequence of events.

	
	Considered the relevance of the play for a contemporary audience. 
	AO3
	Understanding relevant social, historical or cultural contexts.

	Lesson 2 - Investigating the characters
In this lesson, you’ll also use this approach.
Who are the main characters in Macbeth and what are their relationships to each other?

	In the early part of rehearsals at the RSC, the director and actors work through the text carefully in order to develop their understanding of the characters and their relationships. An overview of who the characters are in the play and how they are connected is essential for interpreting the action. 
Lesson objective
To investigate who the main characters are in Macbeth and begin to understand the relationships between them.
Lesson outcomes
By the end of this lesson you'll have:
	
	

	
	Investigated who the main characters are in Macbeth.
	AO1
	Respond to characters and relationships.

	
	Begun to understand the relationships between the main characters in Macbeth.
	AO1
AO2
	Reflect on characters and relationships.

	
	Explored the language and action of Act 1, Scene 1.
	AO2
	Analyse how the writer uses language to create effects and impact.

	
	Considered how the three Witches in the play could connect with a contemporary audience.
	AO3
	Reflect on social, historical and cultural contexts.

	Lesson 3 - Exploring the themes
	Since Macbeth was first staged in 1606, the play has been performed many times all over the world. For over 400 years, whenever a new production is planned, the director has to consider why and how the play is relevant to us, in our world today.
In this lesson, you'll ask why this play now, thinking about the themes in the play and which of them will engage a modern audience.
How can the themes in Macbeth connect with an audience now? 
Lesson objective
To identify themes in Macbeth and consider how those themes can connect with a contemporary audience.
Lesson outcomes
By the end of this lesson you'll have:
	
	

	
	Identified themes in Macbeth.
	AO1
	Identify and interpret key themes.

	
	Explored how themes can be used to interpret the behaviour of key characters
	AO1
AO2
	Explain motivation, sequence of events and the relationship between actions or events.
Begin to explain and illustrate how choice of language shapes meaning.

	
	Considered how your creative choices could highlight themes to connect with an audience now
	AO1
AO3
	Recognise and evaluate the possibility of different valid responses to a text.
Reflect on relevant social, historical or cultural contexts – for example, social customs and attitudes.
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Module 2: Macbeth, Banquo and the Witches
	Modules and lessons
	Lesson objectives and outcomes
	Assessment objectives
	Content

	Lesson 1 - Act 1, Scene 2: Macbeth

	The role of Macbeth is one of the largest in any of Shakespeare’s plays. Scholars believe the part was first performed by Richard Burbage, who was the star actor in Shakespeare’s acting company, The Lord Chamberlain’s Men, which later became The King’s Men. At the RSC, Macbeth has been played by many famous actors.
In this lesson you'll explore the first impressions Shakespeare gives us of this complex character, analysing what we can learn about him from how other characters describe him or talk about him. We will also explore how you would want to present the character of Macbeth if you were staging a production today.
What are your first impressions of Macbeth, and what might interest a contemporary audience about him?
Lesson objective
To explore the text of Act 1, Scene 2 to see what it tells us about the character of Macbeth.
Lesson outcomes
By the end of this lesson you'll have:
	
	

	
	Considered the mood Shakespeare creates at the beginning of the play. 
	AO1
AO2
	Respond to themes, atmosphere and emotions.
Explain and illustrate how choice of language shapes meaning.

	
	Studied the text to see what information it gives us about Macbeth. 
	AO1
AO2
	Analyse how the writer uses language, form and structure to create effects and impact.

	
	Drawn conclusions about the world Macbeth lives in and the qualities he might need to survive in it.
	AO3
	Respond to relevant social, historical or cultural contexts as demonstrated in the play.

	Lesson 2 - Act 1, Scene 3: The Witches
	The Witches are important characters in Macbeth; they introduce us to the themes of Fate and The Supernatural which run through the whole play.
In this lesson, you’ll think about the role of the Witches in Act 1, Scene 3, and explore how, using clues from the text, you might want to depict them if you were staging a production.
How does Shakespeare depict the Witches to make them appear supernatural, and how does this connect to the themes of Fate and The Supernatural in the play?
Where we are in the play.
Lesson objective
To consider how the language used by and about the Witches supports an audience's belief in them as supernatural beings, and to begin to consider the themes of Fate and The Supernatural in the play.
Lesson outcomes
By the end of this lesson you'll have:
	
	

	
	Critically compared interpretations of the Witches in different productions. 
	AO1
AO2
AO3
	Identify and interpret key themes.
Recognise and evaluate the possibility of different valid responses to a text.
Reflect critically and evaluatively on themes, atmosphere, characters and relevant social and historical context.

	
	Studied how the Witches are described in the text and considered how they could be portrayed in a contemporary production.
	AO1
AO2
	Pay attention to the details of a text: understand the significance of words, phrases and sentences to portray the Witches.
Analyse how the writer uses language, form and structure to create effects and impact.

	
	Considered the impact of the Witches’ prophecies on Macbeth and Banquo.
	AO1
AO2
	Begin to explain motivation, sequence of events and the relationship between actions or events.

	Lesson 3 - Act 1, Scene 3: Macbeth and Banquo
	When rehearsing a play at the RSC, actors examine the text to see what facts they can discover about the characters and the events. But they also look at what choices they can make, and what questions they might have. This is especially important at moments where different characters have different pieces of information, or where the audience knows something one or more of the characters doesn’t; this is known as dramatic irony.
In this lesson, you’ll explore Act 1, Scene 3, when Macbeth and Banquo discover one of the Witches' prophecies has come true, and consider how it might be staged for an audience today.
How does the fate of the Thane of Cawdor, and the Witches’ prophecy around it, affect Macbeth and Banquo?
Lesson Objective
To analyse the moment in Act 1, Scene 3 when Macbeth and Banquo discover Macbeth has become the Thane of Cawdor – which is the first prophecy made by the Witches.
Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson you'll have:
	
	

	
	Considered where this event puts Macbeth on his journey to become king. 
	AO1
AO2
	Explain sequence of events and plot development.

	
	Analysed the text of Act 1, Scene 3 to see what impact this moment has on Macbeth and Banquo.
	AO2
	Explain and illustrate how choice of language shapes meaning.
Analyse how Shakespeare uses language to create effects and impact.

	
	Looked at the impact of asides on Macbeth’s relationship with the audience.
	AO2
	Pay attention to the details of a text: understanding the significance of a word, phrase or sentence in context.
Analyse how the writer uses language, form and structure to create effects and impact.
Reflect critically and evaluate dramatic effects.

	
	Used interpolated questions to investigate one of Macbeth’s speeches.
	AO2
	Explain and illustrate how choice of language shapes meaning.
Use relevant subject terminology accurately to support their views.





Module 3: Planning the murder
	Modules and lessons
	Lesson objectives and outcomes
	Assessment objectives
	Content

	Lesson 1 - Act 1, Scene 5: Lady Macbeth

	When she played Lady Macbeth, the actor Cush Jumbo said:
‘People think they know Lady Macbeth as a type – the strong, controlling woman who pushed him [Macbeth] to do it. She does things women shouldn’t do. The greatest misconception is that we have stopped seeing Lady Macbeth as a human being.'
In this lesson, you'll consider the role of Lady Macbeth and the theme of gender and power.
What is your first impression of Lady Macbeth?

Lesson objective
To look at the moment in Act 1, Scene 5 when we first meet Lady Macbeth, and the key theme of gender and power in the play.
Lesson outcomes
By the end of this lesson you'll have:
	
	

	
	Analysed the text of Lady Macbeth’s soliloquy in Act 1, Scene 5. 
	AO1
AO2
	Explain and illustrate how choice of language shapes meaning.

	
	Explored how Lady Macbeth views Macbeth at this point in the play.
	AO1
	Respond to characters and relationships.

	
	Considered Lady Macbeth’s relationship with the supernatural.
	AO1
AO3
	Reflect critically and evaluatively on a text, using an understanding of context to inform reading

	
	Thought about the theme of gender and power and how it relates to Macbeth.
	AO1
AO2
	Identify and interpret key themes.
Reflect critically and evaluatively on themes, ideas and issues.

	Lesson 2 - Act 1, Scene 7: plotting to murder King Duncan
	In the RSC rehearsal room, the actors work together to investigate the script and decide what their characters are trying to achieve. Actors ask themselves, ‘What is my character’s objective and what tactics are they using to achieve their objective?’
In this lesson, you'll consider the relationship between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth, and how they arrive at the decision to murder King Duncan.
What are Macbeth and Lady Macbeth’s objectives?
Lesson objective
To investigate Act 1, Scene 7 and explore how Macbeth and Lady Macbeth agree to murder Duncan.
Lesson outcomes
By the end of this lesson you'll have:
	
	

	
	Investigated the language and action of Act 1, Scene 7. 
	AO2
	Pay attention to the details of a text: understanding the significance of a word, phrase or sentence in context.
Explain and illustrate how choice of language shapes meaning.
Analyse how the writer uses language, form and structure to create effects and impact.

	
	Explored the relationship between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth in Act 1, Scene 7.
	AO1
AO2
	Reflect critically and evaluatively on their reading responding to characters and relationships.
Explain motivation, sequence of events and the relationship between actions or events.

	
	Considered how a contemporary audience could connect with the characters in this scene.
	AO1
AO3
	Recognise and evaluate the possibility
of different valid responses to a text.
Reflect on relevant social, historical or cultural contexts – for example, social customs and attitudes.

	Lesson 3 - Act 2, Scene 1: the dagger

	All Shakespeare plays, and most other classical texts, contain soliloquies. They are a key part of the action, and build a connection between the character and the audience – they're where the audience gets information that no-one else on stage will have about the character speaking the soliloquy.
In this lesson, you’ll explore one of Macbeth’s most famous – and important – soliloquies, when he’s deciding whether or not to kill King Duncan.
What does this soliloquy tell us about Macbeth’s state of mind at this moment in the play?
Lesson objective
To analyse Macbeth’s soliloquy in Act 2, Scene 1, looking at the imagery and the rhythm of the speech.
Lesson outcomes
By the end of this lesson you'll have:
	
	

	
	Watched the speech in performance and analysed the theatrical choices made. 
	AO1
AO2
	Analyse how the writer uses language, form and structure to create effects and impact
Reflect critically and evaluatively on the writer’s use of dramatic effects.

	
	Studied the text of the speech in terms of imagery.
	AO2
	Explain and illustrate how choice of language shapes meaning
Demonstrate the ability to read at a literal level and also explore deeper implications.

	
	Explored the rhythm of the speech, to analyse how Shakespeare uses poetic devices to convey character and mood.
	AO2
	Explain and illustrate how choice of language shapes meaning.
Analyse how the writer uses language, form and structure to create effects and impact.
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Module 4: Committing murder
	Modules and lessons
	Lesson objectives and outcomes
	Assessment objectives
	Content

	Lesson 1 - Act 2, Scene 2: killing Duncan

	During rehearsals at the RSC, voice and text experts work with the actors to investigate the language in the play. Their job is to make sure that the actors know exactly what they're saying, understand the structure in a speech or scene and use the rhythm of the words to express themselves effectively on stage.
In this lesson, you'll use the kinds of approaches and exercises used by voice and text experts to look at Act 2, Scene 2, and how Macbeth and Lady Macbeth react to the consequences of their actions. You'll consider how an audience today could connect with the characters in this scene.
How do Macbeth and Lady Macbeth react differently to the murder of King Duncan?
Lesson objective
To investigate Act 2, Scene 2 and explore how the murder of King Duncan affects Macbeth and Lady Macbeth.
Lesson outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you'll have:
	
	

	
	Investigated the language and action of Act 2, Scene 2.
	AO1
AO2
	Pay attention to the details of a text: understanding the significance of a word, phrase or sentence in context
Respond to plot development.

	
	Explored the relationship between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth in Act 2, Scene 2.
	AO1
AO2
	Explain motivation, sequence of events and the relationship between actions or events.
Analyse how a writer uses language, form and structure to create effects and impact.
Use relevant subject terminology to accurately support their views.

	
	Considered how a contemporary audience could connect with the characters in Act 2, Scene 2.
	AO1
AO3
	Reflect critically and evaluatively on a text, using an understanding of context to inform reading
Recognise and evaluate the possibility
of different valid responses to a text

	Lesson 2 - Act 2, Scene 3: murdered Duncan
	At the RSC, in rehearsals and performance, the actors are encouraged to make full use of the sounds in Shakespeare’s language - particularly when the characters are responding to an extraordinary event, for example the murder of a king. In Act 2, Scene 3, as each character discovers that the king is dead, you will notice that they use words with strong vowel sounds, indicating that emotions are running high.
In this lesson, you'll consider how a contemporary audience could connect with the events and emotions in a heightened scene when the body of King Duncan is discovered, seemingly murdered by his guards.
How do different characters react to the death of King Duncan?
Lesson objective
To understand the immediate impact of King Duncan’s murder in Act 2, Scene 3 and explore how the events could connect with a contemporary audience.
Lesson outcomes
By the end of this lesson you'll have:
	
	

	
	Investigated the language and action of Act 2, Scene 3.
	AO2
	Pay attention to the details of a text: understanding the significance of a word, phrase or sentence in context
Respond to plot development.

	
	Evaluated the impact of the murder of King Duncan.
	AO1
AO3
	Reflect critically and evaluatively on their reading responding to plot development.
Explain motivation, sequence of events and the relationship between actions or events.
Reflect critically and evaluatively on relevant social, historical or cultural contexts as demonstrated in the play.

	
	Considered how a contemporary audience could connect with the events of Act 2, Scene 3.
	AO1
AO3
	Recognise and evaluate the possibility
of different valid responses to a text.
Reflect critically and evaluatively on a text, using an understanding of context to inform reading.

	Lesson 3 - Act 3, Scene 1: arranging murders
	When staging a play at the RSC, we are always asking the question ‘Why this play now?’. It may be difficult for a modern audience to relate to kings and witches, but the idea of friendship – and what it means to betray a friend – is something that everyone can understand.
In this lesson, you'll explore how the relationship between Macbeth and Banquo has changed, and how Macbeth is swayed by Lady Macbeth's advice.
What is the relationship between Macbeth and Banquo after the Witches’ prophecies?
Lesson objective
To look at the relationship between Macbeth and Banquo in Act 3, Scene 1, when Macbeth has become king.
Lesson outcomes
By the end of this lesson you'll have:
	
	

	
	Studied the text of Act 3, Scene 1.
	AO1
AO2
	Reflect critically on dramatic effects.
Pay attention to the details of a text: understanding the significance of a word, phrase or sentence in context.

	
	Explored how the relationship between Macbeth and Banquo could be depicted to show Macbeth’s betrayal in this scene.
	AO1
AO2
	Make an informed personal response, justifying a point of view by referring closely to evidence in the text
Recognise and evaluate the possibility
of different valid responses to a text.

	
	Considered how Lady Macbeth’s advice may affect Macbeth.
	AO1
AO2
	Make an informed personal response, justifying a point of view by referring closely to evidence in the text.
Demonstrate the ability to read at a literal level and also explore deeper implications.






Module 5: Killing Banquo and the apparitions
	Modules and lessons
	Lesson objectives and outcomes
	Assessment objectives
	Content

	Lesson 1 - Act 3, Scene 3: killing Banquo

	The killing of King Duncan is Macbeth’s first murder in the play. However, soon after committing the murder, Macbeth says, ‘To be thus is nothing’ and that ‘Our fears in Banquo stick deep’. He then takes the next step in committing another murder by commissioning three Murderers to kill both Banquo and his son, Fleance.
In this lesson, you’ll look at how Shakespeare depicts the murder of Banquo in Act 3, Scene 3, and how Macbeth’s character is changing as the play progresses.
What does this scene mean for Macbeth’s character development? How would you stage this murder in a production of Macbeth?
Lesson objective
To understand the purpose of Act 3, Scene 3 and what it tells us about Macbeth’s character development in the play.
Lesson outcomes
By the end of this lesson you'll have:
	
	

	
	Explored how Shakespeare constructs Act 3, Scene 3.
	AO2
	Analyse how the writer uses language, form and structure to create effects and impact

	
	Considered how Macbeth has changed since the murder of King Duncan.
	AO1
AO2
	Explain motivation, sequence of events and the relationship between actions or events.
Reflect critically and evaluatively on characters and relationships.

	
	Considered how you would present the scene and murder in a production.
	AO1
AO2
	Make an informed personal response, justifying a point of view by referring closely to evidence in the text
Recognise and evaluate the possibility
of different valid responses to a text.

	Lesson 2 - Act 3, Scene 4: Banquo's ghost

	Shakespeare’s plays have very few stage directions. In the RSC rehearsal room, we pay attention to any stage directions that Shakespeare gives us, and we also look for any stage directions implied by what the characters say. These implicit stage directions are invaluable clues for staging a scene.
In this lesson, you'll look at ways you could stage the appearance of Banquo's ghost and evaluate its impact on the character of Macbeth.
How could you use implicit stage directions to stage the scene with Banquo’s ghost?
Lesson Objective
To evaluate the impact of the appearance of Banquo’s ghost in Act 3, Scene 4 and explore how you could stage the scene for a contemporary audience.
Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson you'll have:
	
	

	
	Investigated the language and action of Act 3, Scene 4, including any implied stage directions.
	AO2
	Pay attention to the details of a text: understanding the significance of a word, phrase or sentence in context.

	
	Evaluated the impact of the appearance of Banquo’s ghost on the newly crowned Macbeths.
	AO1
AO3
	Reflect critically and evaluatively on their reading, responding to atmosphere and emotion; characters and relationships; language; dramatic effects and relevant social, historical or cultural contexts.

	
	Explored the ways in which Act 3, Scene 4 could be staged to connect with an audience today.
	AO1
AO2
	Make an informed personal response, justifying a point of view by referring closely to evidence in the text.
Recognise and evaluate the possibility
of different valid responses to a text.

	Lesson 3 - Act 4, Scene 1: the apparitions

	Macbeth was the Shakespearean equivalent of a horror film: gory, shocking, and with elements designed to scare the audience. What we find frightening may have changed since Shakespeare’s day, but directors still want the play to have moments of shock. Act 4, Scene 1 is potentially one of those moments, as this is the scene where various ghostly apparitions appear before Macbeth and make three more prophecies. However, it’s also important for the audience to see how this encounter affects Macbeth himself, and what it means for the rest of the play.
In this lesson, you'll identify the key moments in Act 4, Scene 1 and assess their impact for the plot of the play.
How do the apparitions affect the course of events in the play?
Lesson objective
To explore the prophecies made by the Apparitions in Act 4, Scene 1 and their impact on Macbeth.
Lesson outcomes
By the end of this lesson you'll have:
	
	

	
	Explored the rhythm of the Witches’ lines.
	AO2
	Explain and illustrate how choice of language shapes meaning.
Analyse how the writer uses language, form and structure to create effects and impact.

	
	Studied Act 4, Scene 1 to identify the key moments.
	AO1
AO2
	Explain motivation, sequence of events and the relationship between actions or events.
Reflect critically and evaluatively on plot development, themes, ideas and issues.

	
	Critically compared different versions of this scene in different productions.
	AO1
AO2
	Make an informed personal response, justifying a point of view by referring closely to evidence in the text.





Module 6: Macduff and sleepwalking
	Modules and lessons
	Lesson objectives and outcomes
	Assessment objectives
	Content

	Lesson 1 - Act 4, Scene 2: Macduff family murder

	Each new production of a play at the RSC has a designer, who creates the visual world in which the action of the play takes place. Theatre designers start by investigating the script, working closely with the director. They design the set, props and costumes to bring the play to life. Their choice of colours, locations and props helps the audience to understand the action of the play.
In this lesson, you'll explore the language and action of Act 4, Scene 2, using the same rehearsal room activities as RSC actors, to interpret how and why Lady Macduff and her children are murdered.
What is the impact of the murder of the Macduff family?
Lesson objective
To investigate Act 4, Scene 2 to interpret how and why Lady Macduff and her children are murdered.
Lesson outcomes
By the end of this lesson you'll have:
	
	

	
	Investigated the language and action of Act 4, Scene 2.
	AO1
AO2
	Pay attention to the details of a text: understanding the significance of a word, phrase or sentence in context.
Demonstrate the ability to read at a literal level and also explore deeper implications.

	
	Interpreted how and why Lady Macduff and her children are murdered.
	AO1
AO3
	Reflect critically and evaluatively on themes, ideas and issues. 
Reflect critically and evaluatively on a text, using an understanding of context to inform reading.

	
	Assessed ways in which Act 4, Scene 2 could be brought to life for an audience today.
	AO1
	Make an informed personal response, justifying a point of view by referring closely to evidence in the text.
Recognise and evaluate the possibility of different valid responses to a text.

	Lesson 2 - Act 4, Scene 3: Macduff gets the news

	Shakespeare didn’t divide his plays into Acts and Scenes – this was added by editors at a later date. But he did have a keen sense of how to structure a play. In plays that revolve around a main protagonist – like Macbeth – just before the final section he often moves the action away from the protagonist to somewhere else entirely. As well as Macbeth, this happens in Hamlet, Richard III, King Lear and others. Some people think he did this to build tension before the final confrontation; others thought it was to give the lead actor a break, so they had some energy left for the last part of the play.
In this lesson, you'll consider how Act 4, Scene 3, develops key themes and relationships in the play.
What is the relationship between Malcolm and Macduff?
Where we are in the play
Lesson objective
To explore the relationship between Malcolm and Macduff in Act 4, Scene 3, and how it affects the wider play.
Lesson outcomes
By the end of this lesson you'll have:
	
	

	
	Studied the text of Act 4, Scene 3.
	AO1
AO2
	Pay attention to the details of a text: understanding the significance of a word, phrase or sentence in context.

	
	Explored the relationship between Malcolm and Macduff.
	AO1
AO2
	Explain motivation, sequence of events and the relationship between actions or events.
Reflect critically and evaluatively on characters and relationships.

	
	Considered what the play says about Leadership and Masculinity, and how these themes might be received by a modern audience.
	AO1
AO2
AO3
	Identify and interpret key themes.
Reflect critically and evaluatively on themes, ideas and issues.
Reflect on relevant social, historical or cultural contexts as demonstrated in the play.

	Lesson 3 - Act 5, Scene 1: sleepwalking

	Actors at the RSC often try interpreting scenes in different ways during rehearsals, using the idea of as if. For example, they might try a scene as if the attitudes of the characters are different, to explore a new way of performing the scene.
In this lesson, you'll explore using this technique to form an understanding of the language and action in Act 5, Scene 1.
Why does Lady Macbeth sleepwalk?
Lesson objective
To investigate the language and action of Act 5, Scene 1 to assess why Lady Macbeth sleepwalks and how you could bring this scene to life for an audience today.
Lesson outcomes
By the end of this lesson you will have:
	
	

	
	Investigated the language and action of Act 5, Scene 1.
	AO1
AO2
	Pay attention to the details of a text: understanding the significance of a word, phrase or sentence in context.

	
	Assessed why Lady Macbeth sleepwalks.
	AO1
AO2
	Explain motivation, sequence of events and the relationship between actions or events.

	
	Considered ways in which Act 5, Scene 1 could be brought to life for an audience today.
	AO1
	Make an informed personal response, justifying a point of view by referring closely to evidence in the text.
Recognise and evaluate the possibility of different valid responses to a text.





Module 7: Birnam Wood and defeating Macbeth
	Modules and lessons
	Lesson objectives and outcomes
	Assessment objectives
	Content

	Lesson 1 - Act 5, Scenes 3 and 4: Birnam Wood


	When staging a play at the RSC, the directors and actors have to consider the pace of the production, to build tension and keep the audience engaged. Shakespeare was also very conscious of this, especially as when he was writing in the late 16th and early 17th century, plays in outdoor theatres were performed without any intervals, so the action continued straight through from beginning to end.
In this lesson, we'll look at events as Malcolm’s army approaches Macbeth’s castle, and at Macbeth’s response to their approach. The play is building to a climax and the pace of scenes is speeding up.
How does the pace of the play change as it reaches its climax?
Lesson objective
To explore how Shakespeare builds the pace of the play at the beginning of Act 5, building to a climax.
Lesson outcomes
By the end of this lesson you'll have:
	
	

	
	Studied the text of Act 5, Scene 3 and Act 5, Scene 4.
	AO1
AO2
	Pay attention to the details of a text: understanding the significance of a word, phrase or sentence in context.

	
	Explored how Shakespeare uses various literary devices to control the pace at this point of the play.
	AO2
	Analyse how the writer uses language, form and structure to create effects and impact

	
	Considered how a set designer could depict a moving wood and how this might look in a contemporary production.
	AO1
	Make an informed personal response, justifying a point of view by referring closely to evidence in the text.
Recognise and evaluate the possibility of different valid responses to a text.

	Lesson 2 - Act 5, Scene 5: the death of Lady Macbeth
	Actors in rehearsals sometimes create physical gestures that describe the meaning of the words they’re saying. This helps actors to understand what they’re saying by exploring the imagery their character uses.
In this lesson, you’ll investigate the imagery that Macbeth uses when he hears of the death of Lady Macbeth in Act 5, Scene 5, in the same way that RSC actors do. You will evaluate the impact of Lady Macbeth’s death on Macbeth and analyse interpretations of Lady Macbeth in RSC productions to work out how you could bring this scene to life for a modern audience.
What's the impact of Lady Macbeth’s death on Macbeth?
Lesson objective
To investigate the language and action of Act 5, Scene 5 and evaluate the impact of Lady Macbeth’s death on Macbeth, and explore how you could bring this scene to life for a modern audience.
Lesson outcomes
By the end of this lesson you'll have:
	
	

	
	Investigated the language and action of Act 5, Scene 5.
	AO1
AO2
	Pay attention to the details of a text: understanding the significance of a word, phrase or sentence in context.
Demonstrate the ability to read at a literal level and also explore deeper implications.

	
	Evaluated the impact of Lady Macbeth’s death and the news that Birnam Wood is moving towards Dunsinane.
	AO1
AO3
	Explain motivation, sequence of events and the relationship between actions or events.
Reflect on relevant social, historical or cultural contexts as demonstrated in the play.

	
	Considered ways in which Act 5, Scene 5 could be brought to life for an audience today.
	AO1
	Make an informed personal response, justifying a point of view by referring closely to evidence in the text.
Recognise and evaluate the possibility of different valid responses to a text.

	Lesson 3 - Act 5, Scenes 8 and 9: Malcolm victorious

	When staging the ending of a play at the RSC, we ask the following three key questions:
What is the message of this play?
How do we want an audience to feel on leaving the theatre?
Why have we staged this play today?
In this lesson, you'll explore the final scenes of the play and consider how an audience might feel about the play's denouement.
What messages does Shakespeare leave us with at the end of the play?
Lesson Objective
To explore the character of Malcolm at the end of the play and consider what messages Shakespeare might leave us with.
Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson you'll have:
	
	

	
	Explored the final conflict between Macbeth and Macduff.
	AO1
AO3
	Reflect critically and evaluatively on a text, using an understanding of context to inform reading.

	
	Studied Malcolm’s final speech.
	AO2
	Explain and illustrate how choice of language shapes meaning.
Use relevant subject terminology accurately to support their views.

	
	Explored what Malcolm represents in the play.
	AO1
	Identify and interpret key themes.

	
	Explored interpretations of Macbeth from different productions.
	AO1
	Make an informed personal response, justifying a point of view by referring closely to evidence in the text
Recognise and evaluate the possibility
of different valid responses to a text.

	
	Considered how an audience might feel at the end of the play.
	AO1
	Recognise and evaluate the possibility
of different valid responses to a text.

	
	Studied the text of Act 5, Scene 3 and Act 5, Scene 4.
	AO1
AO2
	Pay attention to the details of a text: understanding the significance of a word, phrase or sentence in context.





Module 8: why this play now?
	Modules and lessons
	Lesson objectives and outcomes
	Assessment objectives
	Content

	Recap the plot, characters and relationships in the play
Lesson 1 - Key characters and relationships
	The director and actors at the RSC typically spend six weeks in full-time rehearsals for a new production of a play like Macbeth. At the start of rehearsals they read through the play, often paraphrasing it so they have an understanding of the language before they actively investigate the play scene by scene, making interpretative choices about how the play should be staged for an audience today.
By the end of the rehearsal period, each actor has brought their character to life within the world of the play; they have an understanding of their characters' relationships and how their character changes or develops through the play.
In this lesson, we'll map out some of the key characters and their relationships in the text to consolidate our learning.
What are the key characters and relationships?
Lesson objective
To review our work on the play and explore how the key characters and relationships change through the course of the play.

Lesson outcomes
By the end of this lesson you'll have:
	
	

	
	Consolidated your learning about the play.
	AO1
AO2
AO3
	Reflect critically and evaluatively on their reading. Learners are expected to respond to some of the following:
themes, ideas and issues
atmosphere and emotion
plot development
characters and relationships
language
dramatic effects
relevant social, historical or cultural contexts as demonstrated in the play

	
	Investigated how the key characters and relationships change during the play, using evidence in the script.
	AO1
AO2
	Pay attention to the details of a text: understanding the significance of a word, phrase or sentence in context
Demonstrate the ability to read at a literal level and also explore deeper implications
Explain motivation, sequence of events and the relationship between actions or events.

	
	Considered how contemporary audiences might find connections with key characters.
	AO1
	Make an informed personal response, justifying a point of view by referring closely to evidence in the text
Recognise and evaluate the possibility
of different valid responses to a text.

	Lesson 2 - key themes
	When staging a Shakespeare play for a contemporary audience, a director at the RSC will ask, 'What is this play about and how should we stage it now?' To create a production that is engaging for a modern audience, some directors will consider the key themes of the play and how those themes are relevant today.
In this lesson, you'll review the action of the play and consider which themes would connect with a contemporary audience.
What is this play about, and how should we stage it now?
Lesson objective
To consolidate your learning about the play by reviewing the key themes in Macbeth.
Lesson outcomes
By the end of this lesson you'll have:
	
	

	
	Consolidated your learning about the action of the play.
	AO1
AO2
	Explain motivation, sequence of events and the relationship between actions or events.

	
	Investigated how the key themes are developed during the play, using evidence in the script.
	AO1

	Identify and interpret key themes.
Reflect critically and evaluatively to themes, ideas and issues.
Use textual references and quotations effectively to support views.


	
	Considered how the key themes could connect with a contemporary audience.
	AO1 
	Identify and interpret key themes.
Recognise and evaluate the possibility
of different valid responses to a text.

	Lesson 3 - presentation
	When staging a play written by Shakespeare at the RSC, we start by asking two key questions:
What is the play about?
Why are we staging this play now?
Our understanding of a play changes as we rehearse it; what we initially thought the play was about may evolve as we learn more. Macbeth is a story that initially appears to be about soldiers and the supernatural, but quickly becomes a play about ambition, power, and consequences.
But is this play still relevant today? Does it still speak to us in the 21st Century?
This lesson, you'll consolidate the work you’ve done over these modules, and revisit the question we asked at the start of our study:
Why would you stage this play now?
Why would you stage this play now?
Lesson objective
To explore aspects of Macbeth that have been studied across this scheme of work and consider how the play is relevant to a modern audience.
Lesson outcomes
By the end of this lesson you'll have:
	
	

	
	Reflected on the work you’ve done in past lessons.
	AO1
AO2
AO3
	Reflect critically and evaluatively on their reading. Learners are expected to respond to some of the following:
themes, ideas and issues
atmosphere and emotion
plot development
characters and relationships
language
dramatic effects
relevant social, historical or cultural contexts as demonstrated in the play

	
	Explored your ideas for interpreting the play.
	AO1 
	Identify and interpret key themes.
Make an informed personal response, justifying a point of view by referring closely to evidence in the text.
Recognise and evaluate the possibility of different valid responses to a text.

	
	Planned a trailer for your own production of Macbeth.
	AO1
	Select and emphasise key points and
ideas for a particular purpose.
Use textual references and quotations effectively to support views.
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