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Technology in sport

This investigation Project has a clear aim supported by a detailed rationale. There is a strong
focus on Project Management although some of the evidence for this could be more
prominent. It uses a wide range of well-chosen and appropriate sources. The candidate
shows a good understanding of questionnaire reliability and rigour. The centre has used a
range of documents to deliver this project; it is however, a possibility that this has restricted
the candidate’s achievement.

AO1

The title is phrased as a question and this is clear and answerable. The project retains a
focus on this question and does not become side-tracked into considering other issues.

There is some evidence of planning but there is no timeline with dates. The introduction

shows a personal engagement with the topic.

AO2

A wide range of appropriate secondary sources have been used, and the project shows
careful selection and collation of information, although some quotations are unattributed. The
summary of advantages and disadvantages is well referenced and highly readable, although
some of the material would be better placed in the conclusions. Primary research is in the
form of a questionnaire which is well analysed and the data well tabulated.

AO4

The conclusions are well founded in the primary and secondary research and the candidate
has been open-minded throughout the project. The evaluation has a strong focus on the
process and communicates a complex argument in a concise and engaging manner.

This project was awarded 51 marks.
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Conclusion

My secondary research has shown that my answer to the title depends on whose
viewpoint | look from; for athletes the newest equipment can give them a mental
and physical boost over their opponent and yet creates unfair competition if you
have kept up with the latest development. For the overall sport technology pushes
the boundaries and makes sport safer, however it could enforce a ‘win ethic” where
winning is seen to be all that matters as well as creating an imbalance in investment
for elite and recreation level sport. For the spectator technology is generally seen as
advantageous because it increases the excitement of the sport.

The main point | have extracted from my primary research is that generally
my cross section of society thought technology is good for sport especially when it
causes added excitement such as record breaking. It also showed that people often
watch sport on TV even if they are someone who doesn’t enjoy playing sport
themselves. Action replays add to the viewing experience but on the other hand

S RORSOTShiP-and-adverts detract-from-the-event: This-is-a-necessary part of-sport

bhecause it's this commercialism that pays for the development of new equipment
and technology.

In the future sport will probably become more entwined with technology because
sport reflects society and our world will adapt computers and technology for
increasing number of uses. My generation has grown up in a world of electronic aids
and gadgets which finds its way into sport. The danger is that genetic modification
and human mechanics will turn sport into an unrecognisable superhuman contest.
This is why the appiication of technology must be done carefully. v

After research, my considered answer to the project title is that technology is

generally good for sport but crucially must be well moderated, both now and in the
future.
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Evaluation

[ have come to realise that the term ‘technology’ is fairly loose and can be applied to
almost any aspect of sport. Although | thought my title was effective, | could develop
it by targeting a more specific aspect such as new sports equipment. | am pleased
with the structure of my project and | feel it adequately addresses the title, as well as
linking with citizenship.

The most effective part of the project | think was my primary research. This was
successful as a result of our introductory lessons in interview and questioning
techniques. | liked the tick box format that | used because it made it very simple for
people to fill in and it was for this reason that getting 24 filled in was quick and easy.
The questions | asked were very relevant 1o answering my title and crucially it gave a
contrasting outcome to my own view. One downside was that the first guestion
(gender} was tucked under the title so a few people missed it and | had to recall who

_they were. Next time [ would also.make.it.a-tick-box-rather-tha n-crossing-out-words: e

My time management was an area that could be improved since | spent far too long
collecting secondary sources. One change | will try 1o make as a result is in future to
plan a timeline to keep myself on target. A skill 1 have learnt is to analyse other
peoples’ arguments rather than construct my own using a range of sources which
has given me an alternative way to approach such a project. This style did take some
getting used to because | am accustomed to choosing unbiased sources to support
my own case. | tried to use the ‘connect-extend-challenge’ technique to write up the
sources which is something | will apply in any future research | do.

At the start of the project | specified my plan for the title and how it was appropriate
and | feel that | stayed close to those initial ideas. Throughout, | kept a Personal
Action Plan which documents how 1 spent my time each week. This gave me time to
reflect on how effectively | was working and gave me small aims for the next session.

In general | found that | spent longer than | intended on the research part of the : (,wf P
project because | wanted to do it well rather than rush the planning stages. My 3 v J
Project Progression Record was a way of monitoring the tasks | had completed and D
seeing where the project should go next. Yo i‘u’:‘o >

Overall | am pleased with the reliability of the conclusion | was able to make and
found the project to both further my own interest in the topic and benefit my AS
level PE course, as well as giving a new way to approach such a project at university

L

e
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Record of Initial Planning for the ARC

Your first idea for a topic area/title:

Is technology in sport a good thing?

Your first ideas for research and development of your project
(Where can you find information to help you? Which sources can you utilise?)

Books v Teachers v
Newspapers fJI Parents/peers f‘(
Journals/magazines ]

The Internet v

LT bViikSons do il

/

Your teacher’'s comments and advice:
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(./\‘.(/\-DQ’W\”C l’:)&«\‘ﬁ\‘% el o e Adu Tgos H«,g,\/ f’/l\cw-r\
\)u& BRI ’Th\/\;'%“ &LDJ \/D\\MS- L{" -7 S«’-A/w%

As a result of discussion with your teacher, have you made any changes, additions or
clarifications to your project title?

NOW COMPLETE PROJECT CHECKLIST












