[image: image1.png]OCRY

RECOGNISING ACHIEVEMENT





[image: image1.png]
Resource: Skill Two

Level 2 Award


OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills J930

This resource is designed to accompany the OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills for teaching from September 2009.

This resource supports the teaching of Skill Two: Evaluating Arguments.

 Thinking and Reasoning Skills
Skill 2- False Appeals

Many arguments are flawed because they use an irrelevant appeal to support their conclusion.

Examples are ‘appeal to authority’, ‘appeal to popularity’, ‘appeal to tradition’ and ‘appeal to history’.

1) Can you identify which of these is an appeal to popularity?

a) If you don’t revise for your GCSEs, then you will end up unemployed and homeless.
b) You should buy a new Samsung mobile.  Everybody else has one, so you will be left out if you don’t get one.
c) You shouldn’t throw food away.  Think of all the starving children in the world.
d) You are a beautiful, intelligent person, who has a great sense of humour, so you should help me with my homework.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2) Think of a custom or tradition that you celebrate or believe in.  Write an argument which appeals to that tradition.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3) Look at the table below.  Write in the column provided whether the statement is an appeal to popularity, pity, tradition, history, or emotion.

	Statement
	Appeal to…

	A)  It is traditional to give people presents on their birthdays. Therefore everybody should give me a present today.
	

	B)  In WW1, men as young as 16 fought in the Army.  So conscription should be reintroduced today for 16 year olds.
	

	C)  If you keep turning the heating up, the ice caps will melt and those cuddly polar bears will all suffer.
	

	D)  The new McFly album is good because thousands of people have bought it.
	

	E)  Johnny has ripped his trousers. But he can’t afford a new pair, and his pet budgie has just died. We should not tell him off for punching his sister.
	


Appeal to tradition

Appeal to emotion (pity)
Appeal to history
Appeal to popularity
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