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Resource: Skill Four

Level 2 Award


OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills J930

This resource is designed to accompany the OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills for teaching from September 2009.

This resource supports the teaching of Skill Four: Evaluating the Credibility of Sources.

Credibility of Evidence

Remember the RAVEN technique?

Using RAVEN, look at the following passage and answer the questions below:
Jaymal is deputy head boy at his school, he is captain of the cricket team and he is a volunteer at the local Mencap shop. He recently witnessed a crime at the local park whilst jogging.  Mrs Smythe, an extremely rich pensioner, was walking her prized poodle, Princess, when a man jumped out of the bushes and snatched Princess.  He ran off before Jaymal could stop him.  When the police arrived, Jaymal gave them a statement telling the policewoman what he saw and described the man as best he could. Mrs Smythe went home and immediately started to put up posters around the village offering a reward for her beloved Princess.  
Harriet was also in the park, sunbathing and generally dozing off, when the dog was taken. Harriet was expelled from her last school for bullying; she also has an ASBO, and was caught stealing bottles of cider from the off licence.  Harriet told the police that she might know where the dog is.  Mr Billington, the local Dog Warden, was also in the park, and he knows of a dog-napping ring in the area, and might have an idea where the dog could be.
Now answer the following questions about the story:

1) Who has a Vested Interest in this story?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2) Which person demonstrates a level of expertise?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3) Who had the best ability to see?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4) Do any of the people in the story show neutrality?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5) Who has the better reputation, Jaymal or Harriet?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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