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Resource: Skill Five

Level 2 Award


OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills J930

This resource is designed to accompany the OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills for teaching from September 2009.

This resource supports the teaching of Skill Five: Evaluating Evidence.

The Collision and its aftermath
Seven iceberg warnings were received that day and night of the crash yet the Titanic was still going full speed ahead. The weather that night was clear and there was no wind. There was talk between officers that it was difficult to spot icebergs in that kind of weather. Captain Smith ordered an extra careful lookout that night, but the officers on deck did not even have binoculars. The last message warning of ice bergs was brushed off by wireless operator Jack Phillips who screamed that he was too busy. That message never got reported. The Californian was at most nineteen miles north of the Titanic. The Californian had stopped for the night because the ship was trapped in a field of ice. Yet no one ever thought to slow the Titanic down or stop for the night because they had a schedule to keep. Fred Fleet was the first officer aboard the Titanic to see the iceberg at about 11:40. The steering wheel was turned as far as it could go, the engine room reversed the engines, and the doors to the watertight compartments were closed. But this proved to be too little too late.
No general alarm was sounded, no whistle blown and no systematic warning was given to the endangered passengers, and it was fifteen or twenty minutes after the collision before Captain Smith ordered the Titanic’s wireless operator to send out a distress message.

The Titanic’s crew was only meagrely acquainted with its positions and duties in case of accident, and only one drill was held before the maiden trip. Many of the crew joined the ship only a few hours before she sailed, and were in ignorance of their positions until the following Friday.
The full capacity of the Titanic’s lifeboats was not utilised, because while only 706 persons were saved, the ship’s boats could have carried 1176.

After the event the captain and officers of the Californian, controlled by the same concern as the Titanic, claimed that they were nineteen miles away when the Titanic sank. However surviving members of the Titanic reported seeing the lights of the Californian nearby certainly much closer than nineteen miles away. A subsequent independent inquiry concluded that “officers and crew saw the distress signals of the Titanic and failed to respond in accordance with the dictates of humanity, international usage and the requirements of law.”

The committee concluded that the Californian might have saved all the lost passengers and crew from the ship that went down.
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