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Resource: Skill Five

Level 2 Award


OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills J930

This resource is designed to accompany the OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills for teaching from September 2009.

This resource supports the teaching of Skill Five: Evaluating Evidence.
J. Bruce Ismay

Bruce Ismay, chairman of the White Star Line, (his father owned the company at one time), was the driving force behind the building of the Titanic. Legend has it that he sketched his original ideas for the ship on a napkin.  

Passengers have stated that during the voyage they heard him pressuring Captain Smith to go faster, in order to arrive in New York ahead of schedule, so as to generate some free press about the new liner. One passenger claimed to have seen Ismay flaunting one of the iceberg warnings at dinner time, waving it around, and then placing it back in his pocket. During the sinking, Ismay boarded a lifeboat before all the women and children had been evacuated from the ship, an act that would haunt him for the rest of his life. In doing so, he left his own (female) secretary still on board. After being picked up by the Carpathia, Ismay secured a room belonging to the Carpathia’s doctor, and never left until arriving in New York. During the trip to New York, Ismay supposedly was under the influence of opium the entire time.  
After the disaster, he was savaged by both the American and the English press for deserting the ship while women and children were still on board. Some papers called him “J. Brute Ismay”; some ran negative cartoons of him deserting the ship.  

In 1937, after retiring and moving to Ireland with his American wife, Julia Florence, he died of a stroke.      
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