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Resource: Skill Eight

Level 2 Award


OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills J930

This resource is designed to accompany the OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills for teaching from September 2009.

This resource supports the teaching of Skill Eight: Conceptual thinking and clarifying the meaning of Concepts.

The Thing from Planet Zob
Mission not impossible but quite difficult…

Eighteen months ago and a million light years away, you and your crew members set out on a mission: to find intelligent life in another galaxy.  Recent reports from United Nations Mission Control (UNMC) suggest that an extra-terrestrial being has been discovered from Planet Zob. 

The company that employs you, Space Ex, have taken no chances and have sent several other crews on the same mission. Your careers are in jeopardy as rival spacecraft close in on Planet Zob.  Who is going to be the first to make new contact and secure the new life form for Space Ex to use?  It’s all down to you now.
UNMC have formally requested that each crew must send back a report on the nature of the life form.  You have to establish whether this alien is sufficiently human-like for it to be treated in the same way as a person. 
If the alien turns out merely to be a kind of cosmic vegetable, then Space Ex have permission to eat it, grow it and experiment on it as they wish. If, however, it is as complex as a person, then Space Ex, and everyone else, must respect its life and autonomy.  In other words, it is down to you and your team to work out what place this alien has in our moral system.  

Your Mission:

You must decide upon three features that can be used to identify whether the alien should be counted as a person.  These three features will be transmitted back to UNMC and the first team to get three useful questions back to Mission Control will be handsomely rewarded by Space Ex.  
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