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Resource: Skill Nine

Level 2 Award


OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills J930

This resource is designed to accompany the OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills for teaching from September 2009.

This resource supports the teaching of Skill Nine: Information processing and problem solving.

Jigsaw Exercise

In the box below are three arguments. One is about school uniform, another is about vegetarianism and the third is about reducing the voting age to 16. The problem is that they are all mixed up!

School uniform leads to better behaviour by students and reduces the amount of disruption in lessons. You can get a job and have to pay taxes to the government. Eating a varied range of cereals, fruits, nuts and vegetables is a delicious and healthy way of getting all the vitamins, minerals, fibre and protein your body needs. Students who wear school uniform perform better in school. Meat-eating is risky as it is linked to a range of serious illnesses like e-coli and salmonella. Therefore the voting age should be reduced to 16. In schools with no uniform students can become so focused on what they and others are wearing that it distracts from their learning. You can get married and have children when you are 16 and this is a big responsibility which requires maturity. So the world would be a better place if we all became vegetarians. The time they spend choosing an outfit would be better spent studying. Sixteen year olds in society today are more mature than they ever have been in the past. Eating meat means that animals like cows, sheep, pigs and chickens are being kept in nasty conditions and cruelly killed.
Task
1. Highlight the sentences from each argument using three different colours.

2. Write out the three arguments on the attached sheet, putting the sentences in order so they read clearly with reasons and a conclusion.

3. Produce an argument map for each of your three arguments.

School Uniform

· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Vegetarianism

· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Voting Age

· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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