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OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills J930

This resource is designed to accompany the OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills for teaching from September 2009.

This resource supports the teaching of Skill Ten: Creative Thinking.

Ignaz Semmelweis and Puerperal Fever – Task 2
One of the first questions which Semmelweis himself tried to answer was:

What are the differences between the doctors’ ward and the midwives’


ward in the hospital?
These were the differences he found:
	The Doctors’ Ward
	The Midwives’ Ward

	Each day a priest and bellringer walked through the ward
	The priest and bellringer didn’t visit the ward

	The food provided was different from that in the midwives’ ward
	Some of the women brought their own food with them

	The women gave birth lying on their back
	The women gave birth lying on their side

	Student doctors, as part of their training, would examine the women
	No student doctors examined the women


Task

Dr Semmelweis has now asked you to use the information above to generate some hypotheses or suggestions as to what might be causing the higher rate of fever in the doctors’ ward compared to the midwives’ ward.
