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Unit 2 – Equality, diversity and rights in health and social care

Know Discriminatory Practices
All health and social care practitioners should develop an understanding of reflective practices.  It is important for practitioners to reflect on their own practice in order to ensure that they do not undertake any actions that may discriminate against a person or group of people.  It is also very important that health and social care practitioners are able to identify forms of discriminatory practices and undertake appropriate actions in response.  Being able to recognise and understand discriminatory practices will support practitioners to become more informed and conscientious in their own approach to all aspects of their working and personal lives.  This unit will enable learners to become more informed about the impact of discriminatory practices and the need to ensure that these practices are dealt with effectively if and when they may occur.
Task 1

You are an orthopaedic surgeon and have two patients who need hip replacements.  One is a 35 year old male and the other is a 67 year old female.  You have to prioritise your patients for surgery.

1
Who would you give priority to and why?
Give your responses below.
	


2
In your experience, do you think that people are treated equally by health practitioners?
Give your responses below.

	


You have 30 minutes to complete this task.

Task 2
1
Review the news article in the link below.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/7850881.stm
Outline the main findings below.

	


2
Research three more articles that highlight issues of discrimination in health and social care environments.

Outline the main findings below. 
	Article 1:




	Article 2:




	Article 3:




3
What kind of discrimination is apparent in these three articles?
Give your responses below. 

	


You have 30 minutes to complete this task.

Task 3
1
Explain the impact of the discrimination on people who use the service.
Give your responses below.
	


2
Explain what strategies could be implemented to eliminate the types of discrimination identified in your three articles.
Give your responses below.
	


You have 30 minutes to complete this task.
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 These activities offer an opportunity for English skills development.







