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Barak Obama’s Inaugural Speech
Obama uses many rhetorical devices in the opening of his inaugural speech: look at the table below as an example of how you should analyse them in preparation for your Spoken language study. Complete the final two rows.
	Device/Choice of language


	Example
	Effect

	Establishing a clear relationship with audience in the opening sentence


	“My Fellow Citizens”
	The words ‘my’ and ‘fellow’ establishes that Obama is one of them and establishes a warm rapport.

	Using pause for dramatic effect


	Dramatic pause after the word “today”
	Builds intensity and makes the audience more alert

	Emotive language


	“humbled”  “grateful”
	Emphasise his gratitude and intensifies the audience’s warmth.

	Use of triplet


	“humbled, grateful and mindful”
	The rhythm gives  the phrase emphasis and therefore reinforces it in the audience’s minds. 

	Use of personal pronouns


	“our nation” “our ancestors”
	Build rapport with the audience by building a connection with them

	Formal language


	“bestowed”  “borne”
	It allows him to remain intellectual and a convincing leader

	Metaphor


	“still waters of peace”
	The poetic feel of the metaphors are emotionally moving and uplifting for the audience

	Antithesis


	“still waters of peace”

“gathering clouds..raging storms”
	This is a rhetorical device that allows him to imply that great change is about to happen and again uplift the audience

	Gesture

	
	

	Repetition

	
	


Michael Parkinson interviews
The interview with Meg Ryan is considered to be rather unsuccessful as it becomes very tense and awkward. It is interesting to consider why this is the case by looking at the type of questions that were asked and how the interviewer and interviewee communicated. 

	Example
	Effect

	Open question
	

	Closed question
	

	Loaded/Hostile question/statement
	

	Supportive response
	

	Body language/facial expression
	

	Eye-contact
	

	Rapport between interviewer and audience
	


In comparison the interview with David Beckham is relaxed and enjoyable. Using the same criteria, is it possible to determine why this interview is so successful? Is Michael Parkinson’s attitude to David Beckham different and how does this affect the interview?

	Example
	Effect

	Open question
	

	Closed question
	

	Hostile/Loaded question/statement
	

	Supportive response
	

	Body language/facial expression
	

	Eye-contact
	

	Rapport between interviewer and audience
	


Notes – use this page for any notes you want to make during the workshop

