Unit 4 – Ensuring safe environments in health and social care

Health and Safety
It is important that, as care practitioners, we are aware of health and safety procedures and risks within the environments that we work.  It is important to ensure that we carry out regular risk assessments both to protect ourselves and also the clients that we work with.  Practitioners need to develop knowledge of processes and procedures that ensure the safety of the people that we come into contact with in order to build effective relationships with them and protect them from harm.
Being an effective practitioner incorporates many qualities and one of these is being able to reduce the risk that people who use the service experience.  Therefore, it is fundamentally important for practitioners to understand the nature and importance of health and safety policies and procedures within a health and social care environment. 

Task 1

According to the Health and Safety Executive, in 2010/11, 171 workers were killed at work and around 1.2 million working people suffered from a work-related illness.

In groups, discuss the statement above.  Are the figures higher or lower than you expected?  Why?  Write your views in the box below.
Watch the following two interviews taken from the Health and Safety Executive’s website.

· The Hidden Killer - Christopher Morgan's Story

http://www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/videos/cmorganshort.htm
· East and South East - Andrew Pursey
http://www.hse.gov.uk/agriculture/makethepromise/farmersstories/transport/andrewpursey.htm
In your groups, discuss the points below.
· Were these events avoidable?
· What procedures/processes could have been implemented to reduce/remove the risk?
· What were the impacts on the families of those affected?
Write your views in the box below.

You have one hour to complete this task.

Task 2
In pairs discuss your journey here today and identify the potential hazards that you may have experienced.  Write the hazards below and explain why it could have been a risk.
	Hazard
	Why a Risk?

	
	

	
	

	
	


Compare your risks to those of your partner.  Did you experience similar hazards and risks?  Write your views in the box below.

Identify ways to reduce the risks that you and your partner experienced on your journey here today.  Write your views in the boxes below.
	Risk 
	Ways to reduce risk

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


You have one hour to complete this task.
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 These activities offer an opportunity for English skills development.
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