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Anthem for Doomed Youth

What passing-bells for these who die as cattle?
- Only the monstrous anger of the guns.
Only the stuttering rifles’ rapid rattle

Can patter out their hasty orisons.

No mockeries now for them; no prayers nor bells;

Nor any voice of mourning save the choirs, -
The shrill, demented choirs of wailing shells;
And bugles calling for them from sad shires.

What candles may be held to speed them all?
Not in the hands of boys but in their eyes
Shall shine the holy glimmers of goodbyes.
The pallor of girls’ brows shall be their pall;
Their flowers the tenderness of patient minds,
And each slow dusk a drawing-down of blinds.

10

15

Conscious

His fingers Wake, and flutter; up the bed.

His eyes come open with a pull of will,

Helped by the yellow mayflowers by his head.
The blind-cord drawls across the window-sill .
What a smooth floor the ward has! What a rug!
Who is that talking somewhere out of sight?
Three flies are creeping round the shiny jug. ..
‘Nurse! Doctor!’ - *Yes, all right, all right.’

But sudden evening biurs and fogs the air.
There seems no time to want a drink of water.
Nurse looks so far away. And here and there
Music and roses burst through crimson slaughte;
He can’t remember where he saw blue sky . . .
The trench is narrower. Cold, he's cold; yet hot -
And there’s no light to see the voices by ...
There is no time to ask ... he knows not what.



sat in a wheeled chair, waiting for dark,
ind shivered in his ghastly suit of grey,
T.egless, sewn short at elbow. Through the park
Voices of boys rang saddening like a hymn,

Voices of play and pleasure after day,

Till gathering sleep had mothered them from him.

 About this time Town used to swing so gay

When glow-lamps budded in the light blue trees,
And girls glanced lovelier as the air grew dim, -

o In the old times, before he threw away his knees.
Now he will never feel again how slim

Girls’ waists are, or how warm their subtle hands.
All of them touch him like some queer disease.

w* Ok %

There was an artist silly for his face,

For it was younger than his youth, last year.
Now, he is old; his back will never brace;

He’s lost his coiour very far from here,

Poured it down shell-holes till the veins ran dry,
And half his lifetime lapsed in the hot race

And leap of purple spurted from his thigh.

* k *

One time he liked a blood-smear down his leg,
After the matches, carried shoulder-high.

It was after football, when he'd drunk a peg,
He thought he’d better join. - He wonders why.
Someone had said he’'d look a god in kilts,
That's why; and maybe, too, to please his Meg,
Aye, that was it, to please the giddy jilts

He asked to join. He didn’t have to beg;
Smiling they wrote his lie: aged nineteen years.
(Germans he scarcely thought of; all their guilt,
And Austria’s, did not move him. And no fears
Of Fear came yet. He thought of jewelled hilts
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Literary Heritage Poetry

The Dead-Beat

He dropped. - more sullenly than wearily,
Lay stupid like a cod. heavy like meat,
And none of us could kick him to his feet;
- Just blinked at my revolver, blearily;
5 - Didn't appear to know a war was on,
Or see the blasted trench at which he stared.
‘T'll do "em in.' he whined. *If this hand’s spared,
T'll murder them, [ will.’

A low voice said,
‘[t's Blighty. p'raps. he sees: his pluck’s all gone,
w Dreaming of all the valiant, that aren’t dead:
Bold uncles, smiling ministerially;
Maybe his brave young wife, getting her fun
In some new home, improved materially.
1t's not these stiffs have crazed him; nor the Hun.'

i We sent him down at last, out of the way.
Unwounded: - stout lad, too, before that strafe.
Malingering? Stretcher-bearers winked, ‘Not half!’

Next day [ heard the Doc's well-whiskied laugh:
'That scwun you sent last night soon died. Hooray"

;
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The Chances

I *'mind as how the night before that show

Us five got talkin’; we was in the know.

‘Ah well,’ says Jimmy, and he’s seen some scrappin’,
“There ain’t no more than five things as can happen, -
You get knocked out; else wounded, bad or cushy;
Scuppered; or nowt except you're feelin’ mushy.’

One of us got the knock-out, blown to chops;

One lad was hurt, like, losin’ both his props;

And one - to use the word of hypocrites -

Had the misfortune to be took by Fritz.

Now me, I wasn’t scratched, praise God Almighty, '
Though next time please I'll thank Him for a blighty.
But poor old Jim, he’s livin’ and he’s not;

He reckoned he’d five chances, and he had:

He’s wounded, killed, and pris’ner, all the lot,

The flamin’ lot all rolled in one. Jim’s mad.

The Letter

With B.E.F. June 10. Dear Wife,

(Oh blast this pencil. 'Ere, Bill, lend’s a knife.)
I'm in the pink at present, dear.

I think the war will end this year.

s We don’t see much of them square-'eaded 'Uns.
We're out of harm’s way, not bad fed.
I'm longing for a taste of your old buns.
(Say, Jimmie, spare’s a bite of bread.)
There don't seem much to say just now.

1 (Yer what? Then don’t, yer ruddy cow!
And give us back me cigarette!)

- I'll soon be ’ome, Yon mustn’t fret.

My feet’s improvin’, as I told you of.
We're out in rest now. Never fear.

15 (VRACH! By crumbs, but that was near.)
Mother might spare you half a sov.
Kiss Nell and Bert. When me and you -
(Eh? What the 'ell! Stand to? Stand to!
Jim, give’s a hand with pack on, lad.

o Guh! Christ! I'm hit. Take 'old. Aye, bad.
No damn your iodine. Jim? ’Ere!
Write my old girl, Jim, there’s a dear.)



